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he Mamas and the Papas dreamt of 
California on a winter’s day, and the 
Beach Boys wished every girl were 
from the Golden State.  
Beverly Hills was where Weezer want-

ed to be, and Phantom Planet couldn’t wait 
to get to Orange County. Even Frank Sinatra 
couldn’t resist the lure of the United States’ 
third-largest state, singing that California was 
“a land that paradise could well be jealous of.” 

So just what is it about California that has 
inspired longing in everyone from early Span-
ish missionaries to intrepid gold rushers to 
aspiring starlets and Silicon Valley entrepre-
neurs? Our bet is on a diverse geography that 
ranges from the barren desert of the Mojave in 
the southeast to the towering Redwood forests 
of the northwest, to the snow-capped Sierra 
Nevada Mountains in the east and the sunny 
stretches of the Pacific Coast in the west.

by melanie jarrett
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 california is  
a garden of eden,  
a paradise to live 
in or see.  

— woody guthrie,  
do re mi, 1937

califor nia
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A surfer at 
Huntington 
Beach Pier.
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We start up north in San Francisco, one of the biggest 
tourist destinations in scope, but smallest in area at 
only 49 square miles. Renowned for famous landmarks 
like the Golden Gate Bridge, Chinatown, Alcatraz and 
cable cars, this chilly city by the bay offers an abun-
dance of attractions almost as dense as the city itself.

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS  the Golden Gate Bridge, 
San Francisco’s most famous attraction. But don’t just 
walk the stunning 1.7-mile span; rent a bike from a 
local company like Blazing Saddles and traverse the 
bridge on two wheels. Once you’ve successfully navi-
gated the suspension bridge it’s an easy ride into the 
nearby neighboring cities of Sausalito and Tiburon, 
postcard-perfect seaside towns offering breathtaking 
views of the bay and plenty of charming boutiques 
and restaurants. 

FIND SOMETHING NEW  at Alcatraz, the infamous 
island prison located just 1.5 miles offshore. While 
more than one million people visit the popular des-
tination annually, you’re not limited to the standard 
daytime tour. Instead choose the night tour, a more 
intimate experience perfect for first-timers and veteran 
visitors alike. The 2.5-hour experience includes the 
Alcatraz cellhouse tour, special programs and presenta-
tions and a panoramic sunset view from the comfort of 
your personally narrated boat tour. 

ACT LIKE A LOCAL  when providing the entry 
password at Bourbon & Branch, a speakeasy-style 

san francisco

establishment in the Tenderloin district of San Fran-
cisco. The 1920s-themed bar provides a trip back in 
time to the Prohibition Era, and they take their house 
rules seriously. Make a reservation online and you’ll 
be given a password – but it’s up to you to find the 
non-descript wooden door on Jones Street. The metic-
ulously crafted cocktails and elegant ambience of days 
gone by are well-worth the effort, but just remember: 
speak easy when ordering.

REST YOUR HEAD  at any one of the charming bou-
tique hotels that populate the steep streets of San 
Francisco. Joie de Vivre Hotels offers 11 options in the 
city – our favorite is Hotel Carlton, centrally located 
in the Nob Hill neighborhood and boasting an elegant 
European ambience. Don’t miss the complimentary 
wine reception for guests at 5 p.m. daily!

VISIT  in the fall, when the fog has finally rolled out for 
a brief respite and temperatures are at their warmest.

left Looking south 
across the Golden 
Gate Bridge with the 
San Francisco skyline 
in the distance.

below Sunset on 
Alcatraz island.

TRAVEL PROMOTIONAL SERIES

PH
O

TO
G

R
A

PH
Y

 C
O

U
R
TE

SY
 O

F 
LE

W
IS

 S
O

M
M

ER
 / 

SA
N

 F
R
A

N
C

IS
C

O
 T

R
A

V
EL

 A
SS

O
C

IA
TI

O
N

©Disney/Pixar

Coming June 15, 2012

Cars Land is coming! You’ll feel like you’ve walked into the Disney•Pixar Cars movie, 
because Radiator Springs has been brought to life in this all-new land.

DLR_Spirit_3Pg_Ad.indd   1 3/13/12   2:25 PMDisneyland.indd   1 3/23/12   2:21 PM
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             Buena Vista Street
Carthay Circle Theatre (Coming June 15, 2012)

The Carthay Circle Theatre  anchors Buena 
Vista Street, the immersive new park entry. This 
themed land is reminiscent of what Walt Disney 
encountered when he fi rst arrived in California in 
the 1920s, with charming shops, food treats and 
Red Car Trolleys.

Little Mermaid ~ 
Ariel’s Undersea Adventure

Pack up your dinglehoppers, tune up your 
snarfblatts and fi nd out exactly what it’s like to 
be part of Ariel’s world in this brand-new, music- 
and Character-fi lled “undersea” journey.

             Cars Land (Coming June 15, 2012)

Welcome to Radiator Springs, the cutest little 
town in Carburetor County. Here, you can join all 
the lovable Characters from the Disney•Pixar fi lm 
Cars and be completely immersed in brand-new 
shopping, dining and attraction experiences. Take 
a rollicking road trip on Radiator Springs Racers, 
experience an “airraising” adventure on Luigi’s 
Flying Tires, and enjoy a tractor pullin’ square 
dance at Mater’s Junkyard Jamboree.

 

Must See Attractions. Can’t Miss Shows.Buckle up for 
new excitement 
in this engaging 

park where new 
adventures with 

familiar faces 
are constantly 

unfolding before 
your eyes.

Artist Rendering 

©Disney/Pixar 

Disney California Adventure® Park

NEW!

NEW!

©Disney
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             Mad T Party (Coming Summer 2012)

Fall into the rabbit hole and land in a wild and 
whimsical world at Mad T Party. Inspired by the 
world of Tim Burton’s “Alice in Wonderland,” the 
all-new nighttime family celebration will feature a 
live band, unique entertainment, fun-fi lled games 
and plenty of dancing.

World of Color

Exploding water fountains, lasers and fl ames dance 
to a stunning orchestral soundtrack. This incredible 
nighttime water spectacular brings new and classic 
Disney and Pixar Characters and stories to life like 
never before.

Star Tours – The Adventures Continue

With more than 50 different adventures featuring out-of-
this-galaxy characters like C-3PO, R2-D2 and Darth Vader, 
you’ll never know where the Force might take you…newly 
re-imagined in 3-D! 

©Disney/Lucasfi lm Ltd. Star Wars ©2012 Lucasfi lm Ltd. & TM

Mickey’s Soundsational Parade

You’ll bop to the beat when you see this amazing array of 
live musicians, dancers, thrilling rhythms, bold percussion, 
Disney Characters and whimsical fl oats that bring to life 
some of your favorite melodies from classic Disney movies.

Celebrate 
the worlds of 

yesterday, fantasy 
and tomorrow in 
a magical place 
where dreams 

come true.

©Disney/Lucasfi lm, Ltd.  ©2012 Lucasfi lm Ltd. & TM 

Disneyland® Park

Must See Attractions. Can’t Miss Shows.NEW!

Artist Rendering 

Buy Tickets today at www.disneyland.com/swa
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santa barbara
Tucked between the Santa Ynez Mountains and the 
Pacific Ocean, Santa Barbara is rich with the kind of 
natural beauty, world class shopping and sophisticated 
cuisine that has earned it the title of the “American 
Riviera.” At about 20 square miles and with a popula-
tion of only around 90,000, the Mediterranean-style 
coastal town offers a quiet, scenic retreat from the 
hustle and bustle of nearby Los Angeles.

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS  the Santa Barbara Mis-
sion, tenth of the 21 California missions and the chief 
cultural landmark of the area. Called the Queen of the 
Missions, the more than 200 year-old icon earned its 
name thanks to sweeping vistas of the coastline and 
nearby mountains, along with 10 acres of gardens and 
imposing architecture evocative of the Spanish mis-
sionaries who founded it in 1786. 

FIND SOMETHING NEW  when you escape to the Chu-
mash Casino Resort, nestled in the lush Santa Barbara 
County wine country just 30 miles north of the city. 
Though the glittering gaming floor is open 24 hours 
a day and boasts 2,000 slot machines and dozens of 
gaming tables, the resort is far more than just a casino. 

top Sunlight shines  
on Old Mission  
Santa Barbara.

middle The details of 
Santa Barbara Mission, 

the 10th of the  
California Missions,  

are unmistakable. 

bottom Entrance to  
the Chumash  

Casino Resort.
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There’s a place not too far from here where the wines are world 

class and the jackpots are too. Where you can enjoy Four-Diamond 

luxury and Five-Star dining. Where the headline entertainment is 

as hot as the gaming action. Welcome to California’s premier 

gaming and relaxation destination.  

Chumash Casino Resort. 

Less than 2 hours north. In Santa Barbara Win Country.

CHUMASHCASINO.COM  •  1.800.CHUMASH
3400 EAST HIGHWAY 246  •  SANTA YNEZ, CA 93460

Chumash.indd   1 3/29/12   3:03 PM
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ACT LIKE A LOCAL  while making new 
friends at the long communal table in 
Brophy Bros. Restaurant and Clam Bar. 
The seafood restaurant overlooking the 
harbor is a favorite among locals, who 

With 106 guestrooms, 17 luxury suites 
and a posh spa, Chumash has been 
awarded Four Diamond ratings for 
excellence from AAA for seven years 
running, and the 1,300 seat showroom 
boasts some of the region’s best enter-
tainment. May features legendary pop 
act the Go-Go’s, as well as comedienne 
Wanda Sykes and Mariachi Vargas De 
Tecalitlan, one of the most popular 
groups in Mexican history.

will tell you the clam chowder is the 
best in town – and the local newspaper 
agrees, awarding the lively eatery “Best 
Seafood Restaurant in Santa Barbara” 
for 22 years running. 

REST YOUR HEAD  in the lap of Califor-
nia luxury at the Canary Santa Barbara, 
a boutique hotel just steps from the bus-
tling nightlife of State Street. Stay in one 
of the generously sized rooms and enjoy 
personalized touches like four poster 
beds, hardwood floors and windows 
that open into the crisp ocean air – not 
to mention a rooftop pool and lounge 
with 360-degree views of the red-tiled 
rooftops below.

  visit  in july for santa barbara’s french festival,  
the largest of its kind in the western united states.  

View of classic red tile roofs seen from the 
Santa Barbara County Courthouse.

VISIT  in July for Santa Barbara’s French 
Festival, the largest of its kind in the 
western United States. With average 
temperatures in the low 70s and little to 
no precipitation, the weather is just right 
to join the 20,000 or so people enjoying 
savory French cuisine, kitschy entertain-
ment like the festival’s Poodle Parade 
and a huge, specially commissioned 
Eiffel Tower.
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Media Partners

cirquedusoleil.com/iris
877-943-4747

  OFFiCiaL sPOnsOrs    Presented BY

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY PHILIPPE DECOUFLÉ 
MUSIC BY DANNY ELFMAN 

LIVE AT THE KodAK THEATrE

ORCHESTRA SEATS START AT $43

CirqueIris.indd   1 3/29/12   10:48 AM
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MONSTER TRUCKS • DEMOLITION DERBY 
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JUNE 8   to be announced

JUNE 9   8th Annual Gospel Festival featuring Donnie McClurkin
JUNE 10   Larry Hernández 
JUNE 12   Demi Lovato
JUNE 13   Cody Simpson
JUNE 14   Kenny Loggins
JUNE 15   Switchfoot
JUNE 16   to be announced

JUNE 17   Joan Sebastian
JUNE 19   to be announced

JUNE 20   Hot Chelle Rae
JUNE 21   to be announced

JUNE 22   to be announced

JUNE 23   Jeff Dunham
JUNE 24   La Arrolladora Banda El Limón 

JUNE 26   Scotty McCreery
JUNE 27   to be announced  
JUNE 28   Creedence Clearwater Revisited
JUNE 29   KC and the Sunshine Band
JUNE 30   to be announced

JULY 1   Julión Álvarez 
JULY 2   to be announced

JULY 3   Matisyahu
JULY 4   “Weird Al” Yankovic and fireworks

JUNE 12   Asleep at the Wheel
JUNE 14   John Tesh
JUNE 20   Vanilla Fudge
JUNE 21   Eric Burdon and the Animals
JUNE 24   Who’s Bad:
   The Ultimate Michael Jackson Tribute Band
JUNE 28   Jim Messina

DelMar.indd   1 3/23/12   4:19 PM
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ACT LIKE A LOCAL  while making new 
friends at the long communal table in 
Brophy Bros. Restaurant and Clam Bar. 
The seafood restaurant overlooking the 
harbor is a favorite among locals, who 

With 106 guestrooms, 17 luxury suites 
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boasts some of the region’s best enter-
tainment. May features legendary pop 
act the Go-Go’s, as well as comedienne 
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Tecalitlan, one of the most popular 
groups in Mexican history.

will tell you the clam chowder is the 
best in town – and the local newspaper 
agrees, awarding the lively eatery “Best 
Seafood Restaurant in Santa Barbara” 
for 22 years running. 

REST YOUR HEAD  in the lap of Califor-
nia luxury at the Canary Santa Barbara, 
a boutique hotel just steps from the bus-
tling nightlife of State Street. Stay in one 
of the generously sized rooms and enjoy 
personalized touches like four poster 
beds, hardwood floors and windows 
that open into the crisp ocean air – not 
to mention a rooftop pool and lounge 
with 360-degree views of the red-tiled 
rooftops below.

  visit  in july for santa barbara’s french festival,  
the largest of its kind in the western united states.  

View of classic red tile roofs seen from the 
Santa Barbara County Courthouse.

VISIT  in July for Santa Barbara’s French 
Festival, the largest of its kind in the 
western United States. With average 
temperatures in the low 70s and little to 
no precipitation, the weather is just right 
to join the 20,000 or so people enjoying 
savory French cuisine, kitschy entertain-
ment like the festival’s Poodle Parade 
and a huge, specially commissioned 
Eiffel Tower.

TRAVEL PROMOTIONAL SERIES

PH
o

to
g

r
a

PH
y

 c
o

u
r
te

sy
 o

f 
tu

r
n

er
 f

o
r
te

 / 
sa

n
ta

 B
a

r
B
a

r
a

 c
o

n
fe

r
en

c
e 

&
 V

is
it

o
r
s 

B
u

r
ea

u
 a

n
d

 f
il

m
 c

o
m

m
is

si
o

n



MAY 2012 SPIRIT  107106  SPIRIT MAY 2012

It takes a lot for a city to earn a nickname like the City 
of Angels. But with the glitz of Hollywood, the sparkle 
of world class shopping, the lure of the beach and the 
promise of a myriad of professional sports teams, it’s 
no wonder Los Angeles has adopted the moniker with 
aplomb. California’s largest city is divided into over 
80 districts and neighborhoods ranging from the posh 
palm tree-lined streets of Bel Air to the sandy beaches 
of Santa Monica, creating a vibrant cultural scene that 
teems with city life. And with more than 1,100 annual 
theatrical productions and more museums per capita 
than any city in the world, in Los Angeles all the world 
is truly a stage.

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS  Hollywood Boulevard, 
where you can experience iconic LA landmarks like 
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame and Madame Tussauds Wax Museum. 

The Hollywood and Highland Center (formerly the 
Kodak Theatre) plays host to Cirque du Soleil’s IRIS, a 
fanciful foray through the history of cinema created by 
French artistic visionary Philippe Decouflé. The must-
see production combines dance, acrobatics, live video, 
film footage and interactive projections to lead the 
audience on a journey through the evolution of cinema 
and the mechanics of movie-making, from the founda-
tions of the art form to the joyful chaos of a film set. 
An enchanting score by Oscar nominated composer 
Danny Elfman supports the show’s kaleidoscope of 
movement, moods and images, magnifying the emo-
tions of the always-entertaining Cirque du Soleil cast. 

los angeles

top Grauman’s Chinese 
Theatre in Hollywood.

middle Performers in 
Cirque du Soleil’s IRIS.

bottom Santa Monica 
Beach Boardwalk.
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Make an evening of it with the “Dine on Us” dinner 
package at nearby Twist Restaurant in the Hollywood 
Renaissance Hotel, which features a gourmet meal and 
a discounted show ticket for only $138. Tickets for 
IRIS range from $43 to $133 and are available online 
at www.cirquedusoleil.com/IRIS.

FIND SOMETHING NEW  at Universal Studios 
Hollywood, where the all-new epic thrill ride Trans-
formers: The Ride—3D opens in May 2012. The 
technologically advanced mega-attraction is expected 
to revolutionize the world of immersive theme park 
rides with its visceral special effects, one of the most 
sophisticated flight simulation ride systems ever created 
and a high adrenaline storyline projected in stunning 
3D-HD. Based on the wildly popular Transformers 
movie franchise, the gripping adventure catapults 
guests into the world of Optimus Prime, immersing 
the audience into unparalleled realism. The interga-
lactic extravaganza is helmed by a roster of Hollywood 
heavyweights that include award-winning filmmaker 
Michael Bay and Oscar-winning special effects master-
minds Industrial Light & Magic. Just east of Los Angeles but seemingly a world away 

lies the area of California known as the Inland Empire, 
a 27,000-square mile region dominated by the San 
Bernardino Mountains. Trade in LA’s palm trees for 
pine trees and the stars of Hollywood Boulevard for 
the real thing shining overheard, and you have the 
rustic, outdoorsy charm of this laid back Southern 
California enclave.

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS  the city of Claremont, 
the eastern-most city in Los Angeles County and 
an oasis among the sprawling urbanscape. The cen-
terpiece of the tree-lined, walkable downtown is 
Claremont Village, a collection of 150 locally owned 
boutiques, art galleries, eateries and entertainment 
venues. But like the rest of the Inland Empire, Cla-
remont’s true appeal lies in its celebration of the 
outdoors through attractions like Rancho Santa Ana 
Botanic Garden, bike-friendly streets reminiscent of a 
quaint Eastern seaboard village and hiking at nearby 
Mount Baldy. The newly renovated guest rooms of 
the DoubleTree Hotel by Hilton, as well as the stylish 
boutique feel of Hotel Casa 425 offer visitors the  
perfect place to rest their head after a long day  
spent outdoors.

FIND SOMETHING NEW  in Temecula Wine Country, 
barely 40 years old but quickly becoming a thriving 
destination for wine aficionados. The area’s low-key 
vibe, friendly tasting rooms and diverse lineup of inven-
tive winemakers have made this rural, rolling 35,000 
acres a hidden gem of the California wine scene. 

inland empire
Transformers: 
The Ride—3D 

opens in  
May 2012 

at Universal 
Studios 

Hollywood.

Joshua Tree National Park near Palm Springs.

ACT LIKE A LOCAL  when visiting the LA Arts District, 
the vibrant downtown neighborhood full of diverse 
artists, trendy restaurants and live entertainment 
venues. Try a sausage sandwich at Wurstküche’s before 
washing it down with an Angel City Brewery pint. 
The oldest microbrewery in Southern California will 
be back on draft in downtown LA this summer, with a 
grand re-opening planned at the Alameda Street loca-
tion this fall. 

REST YOUR HEAD  at one of the posh hotels in Bev-
erly Hills, close to the world-class shopping of Rodeo 
Drive. The Beverly Wilshire offers the California hotel 
trifecta with its blend of history, luxury and location: 
more than 80 years of Hollywood history, almost 400 
spacious, contemporary rooms and an address just 
steps away from the shopping mecca of Rodeo Drive.

VISIT  any day with sunshine, which in LA is almost 
every day – the city averages only 33 days annually 
with any measurable precipitation.
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ACT LIKE A LOCAL  while heading for the hills – the 
San Bernardino National Forest, to be exact. Well 
known to cycling enthusiasts, bike trails in the area 
range from paved pedal paths perfect for families to 
challenging single-tracks for experienced mountain 
bikers. Drop a line into Big Bear Lake, Southern Cali-
fornia’s largest recreation lake, and take a shot at the 
trout, bass and catfish that call the lake home. 

REST YOUR HEAD  in Palm Springs, the most popular 
destination in the Inland Empire and a shimmering 
oasis in the desert of the Coachella Valley. The area’s 
lodging offers something for everyone, from chic resorts 
and spas to boutique hotels and inns, but the Colony 
Palms Hotel is a hot spot with its Moroccan-inspired 

Full of beach towns, boardwalks and warm breezes, no 
region is more quintessentially California than Orange 
County. Comprised of six beach cities and the setting 
for countless books, films and TV series, the area’s 42 
miles of year-round beaches are paradise for surfers, 
families and outdoors enthusiasts alike.

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS  Knott’s Berry Farm, the 
160-acre historic theme park packed full of rides, 
shows and attractions. The resort has come a long way 
since its time as a Buena Park berry farm – these days 
it also includes a 320-room hotel; the 13-acre Soak 
City Water Park; and Knott’s Marketplace shopping 
and dining area. About three million people visit 
the park annually to partake in Knott’s distinctive 

design. The 56 rooms include eight casitas (semide-
tached bungalows with private outdoor whirlpool tubs), 
and the heated pool has become a chic scene for the 
resort’s stylish guests. Grab a room that fits your lifestyle 
and prepare to enjoy glamorous Palm Springs attractions 
ranging from world-class golf courses to cultural events 
like the Palm Springs International Film Festival to 
trendy nightlife in the city’s well-known club scene. 

VISIT  with such a diverse array of destinations, pick-
ing a time to visit the Inland Empire all depends on the 
purpose of your trip. Whether navigating the snowy 
slopes of Bear Mountain Resort in winter or making 
the steep hike up Castle Rock in summer, pick a season 
and the California climate will do the rest.

World of Color 
nighttime show at 
Disney California 
Adventure Park.

orange county
combination of extreme thrill rides, family-friendly 
areas like Camp Snoopy, live entertainment and 
down-home vibe.

FIND SOMETHING NEW  at Disney California Adven-
ture Park, where engines are revving in anticipation of 
the all-new Cars Land. The mega attraction immerses 
visitors in the lively, irreverent world of Disney/Pixar’s 
blockbuster Cars franchise, allowing park-goers to 
literally step into the movie’s Radiator Springs setting. 
Three family attractions showcase popular characters 
from the movies, highlighted by the high-speed adven-
ture of Radiator Springs Racers. One of the largest and 
most elaborate attractions ever created for a Disney 
Park, the thrill ride takes guests zooming through the 
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hairpin turns of Ornament Valley. Cars 
Land, along with the newly designed 
Buena Vista Street entrance, has its 
grand opening on June 15, 2012.

Not to be outdone, all the wonder of 
the Magic Kingdom remains – includ-
ing the Matterhorn, the iconic bobsled 
ride originally opened in 1959. This 
year brings newly designed bobsleds but 
retains all the thrills of racing down icy 
Matterhorn Mountain. The second-most 

visited theme park in the world also 
celebrates the one-year anniversary of 
the 3-D refresh of Star Tours, which now 

features more than 50 various storylines 
and a number of new characters.

ACT LIKE A LOCAL  when you escape 
the theme park lines and hit the 40 
miles of trails in Laguna Coast Wilder-
ness Park. Oak and sycamore woodlands 
give way to rocky bluffs and some of the 
last remaining coastal canyons in South-
ern California, where the expansive 
scenic vistas bring intrepid hikers, run-
ners, bikers and horseback riders alike to 
the 7,000-acre property. 

REST YOUR HEAD  at the Sheraton 
Anaheim, located right next door to the 
Disneyland Parks. The castle-themed 
resort perfectly complements the neigh-
boring Magic Kingdom, with strolling 
gardens, a scenic koi pond and 489 
oversized guestrooms fit for a queen. 
If Disney is your destination, the hotel 
offers a “Disney Desk” in the lobby, 
allowing you to purchase multiple-day 
Disneyland Resort Park Hopper Tickets. 
The Sheraton Anaheim also serves up a 
magical setting for your next event, with 
banquet facilities that can accommodate 
up to 1,000 guests and an outdoor space 
that includes a crystal clear pool and 
hot tub.

The nearby Garden Grove District is 
made up of a cluster of nine hotels just 
1.8 miles from the main gate of Dis-
neyland. The recently renovated Hyatt 
Regency Orange County treats guests 
like royalty with amenities like a Dis-
neyland resort shuttle, upgraded suites 
and rooms and a state-of-the-art fitness 
center. The Garden Grove District is 
also home to several savory restaurants, 
including Oggi’s Pizza, Bucca di Beppo 
and Outback Steakhouse. The area’s 
varied resort choices, coupled with easy 
access to SoCal’s beaches and shopping 
make it the perfect destination for any 
Orange County vacation.

VISIT  in whale-watching season, which 
runs from May to September each year. 
The “Summer Giant Blue Whale Migra-
tion,” as it has been dubbed, brings 
hundreds of whales to Newport Beach 
every summer.

Star Tours at Disneyland Park.
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Its all about location, Garden Grove has great lodging 
options for all travelers!  Located just 1.5 miles from the 
maingate, the nine Garden Grove hotels o� er great access   
to Disney, shopping and dining. V
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Our Next Door Neighbor is the 
Happiest Place on Earth!

Follow us on Facebook!

Centrally located in Orange  County and 
just down the street from Disneyland

hairpin turns of Ornament Valley. Cars 
Land, along with the newly designed 
Buena Vista Street entrance, has its 
grand opening on June 15, 2012.

Not to be outdone, all the wonder of 
the Magic Kingdom remains – includ-
ing the Matterhorn, the iconic bobsled 
ride originally opened in 1959. This 
year brings newly designed bobsleds but 
retains all the thrills of racing down icy 
Matterhorn Mountain. The second-most 

visited theme park in the world also 
celebrates the one-year anniversary of 
the 3-D refresh of Star Tours, which now 

features more than 50 various storylines 
and a number of new characters.

ACT LIKE A LOCAL  when you escape 
the theme park lines and hit the 40 
miles of trails in Laguna Coast Wilder-
ness Park. Oak and sycamore woodlands 
give way to rocky bluffs and some of the 
last remaining coastal canyons in South-
ern California, where the expansive 
scenic vistas bring intrepid hikers, run-
ners, bikers and horseback riders alike to 
the 7,000-acre property. 

REST YOUR HEAD  at the Sheraton 
Anaheim, located right next door to the 
Disneyland Parks. The castle-themed 
resort perfectly complements the neigh-
boring Magic Kingdom, with strolling 
gardens, a scenic koi pond and 489 
oversized guestrooms fit for a queen. 
If Disney is your destination, the hotel 
offers a “Disney Desk” in the lobby, 
allowing you to purchase multiple-day 
Disneyland Resort Park Hopper Tickets. 
The Sheraton Anaheim also serves up a 
magical setting for your next event, with 
banquet facilities that can accommodate 
up to 1,000 guests and an outdoor space 
that includes a crystal clear pool and 
hot tub.

The nearby Garden Grove District is 
made up of a cluster of nine hotels just 
1.8 miles from the main gate of Dis-
neyland. The recently renovated Hyatt 
Regency Orange County treats guests 
like royalty with amenities like a Dis-
neyland resort shuttle, upgraded suites 
and rooms and a state-of-the-art fitness 
center. The Garden Grove District is 
also home to several savory restaurants, 
including Oggi’s Pizza, Bucca di Beppo 
and Outback Steakhouse. The area’s 
varied resort choices, coupled with easy 
access to SoCal’s beaches and shopping 
make it the perfect destination for any 
Orange County vacation.

VISIT  in whale-watching season, which 
runs from May to September each year. 
The “Summer Giant Blue Whale Migra-
tion,” as it has been dubbed, brings 
hundreds of whales to Newport Beach 
every summer.

Star Tours at Disneyland Park.
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YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS  the plastic 
utopia that is LEGOLAND, featuring 
more than 60 rides, shows and attrac-
tions on 128 acres just 30 minutes north 
of downtown San Diego. The park, 
which is geared toward families with 
children ages 2 to 12, features themed 
areas ranging from swashbuckling 
pirates to towering dinosaurs and uses 
more than 22,000 LEGO models made 
out of more than 57 million bricks. 
The size and scope will only increase 
in 2012, with additions planned for 
the popular Star Wars Miniland as well 

as an all-new Pirate Reef, billed as a 
water-filled battle on the high seas. You 
can also get off of dry land with LEGO-
LAND Water Park and its 45-foot-tall 
tower, two sandy beach wading areas 
and more than 20 LEGO models, some 
of whom splash or spray water on guests. 

San Diego, but the Loews Coronado 
Bay Resort boasts direct access to Silver 
Strand State Beach, along with bicycle, 
rollerblade, waverunner and paddle-
boat rentals.

VISIT  Consistently ranked as one of the 
United States’ best climates, there’s really 
no bad time to visit San Diego, but May 
and June in particular are packed with 
fun summertime events like the Rock 

’n‘ Roll Marathon and Half Marathon 
Series, held this year on June 3.

With so much to see and do in Cali-
fornia, the vast state will undoubtedly 
continue to inspire songwriters hazily 
dreaming of its warm, welcoming 
beaches and sun-drenched shores. In 
fact, as the unofficial state song suggests, 
open up that golden gate California – 
we’re on our way.

Known for its idyllic climate, 70 miles 
of dazzling beaches and popular family 
attractions like the San Diego Zoo, 
California’s second-largest city is the 
southernmost stop on our tour of the 
Golden State.  The pristine Pacific 
Ocean coastline supports year-round 
outdoor recreation like surfing, sailing, 
boating and boarding, and the region’s 
6,400 eating establishments, 92 golf 
courses and myriad array of beachfront 
resorts and spas offer a coastal paradise 
befitting of what has been called “Amer-
ica’s Finest City.”

Miniland USA at LEGOLAND.

San Diego County Fair at night. 

TRAVEL PROMOTIONAL SERIESTRAVEL PROMOTIONAL SERIES

FIND SOMETHING NEW  at the San 
Diego County Fair, the largest annual 
event in San Diego County and the 
sixth largest fair in the United States. 
This year’s edition, scheduled for June 
8 to July 4 at the Del Mar Fairgrounds, 
features an “Out Of This World” theme 
focusing on the exploration of the 
stars, planets and beyond. More than 
a hundred food vendors are joined by 
exhilarating thrill rides, a flower and 
garden show, educational exhibits and 
an entertainment lineup that includes 
Weird Al Yankovic, Switchfoot, Kenny 
Loggins and KC and the Sunshine 
Band. The San Diego Fair is also a place 
for your competitive spirit to emerge, 
with contests ranging from the light-
hearted (pie eating and bubble gum 
blowing) to performance-based (singer-
songwriters, DJs, dancers and more). 

ACT LIKE A LOCAL  when you check 
out San Diego’s thriving microbrewery 
scene, with almost 40 breweries inside 
county lines. You can book a guided 
tour or create one yourself from the San 
Diego Brewer’s Guild website and expe-
rience award-winning craft breweries 
like Stone and Lost Abbey, which offers 
tours of the barrel room.

REST YOUR HEAD  as close to the 
beautiful beaches as possible. There’s 
no shortage of oceanfront property in PH
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Go to spiritmag.com to register by May 31, 2012. 
(Only one entry per person.)

OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE AN ENTRANT’S CHANCE OF WINNING. To enter, go 
to spiritmag.com, and click on the Sweepstakes.  Entries must be received no later than midnight, May 31, 2012. Entrants must be at least 21 years of 
age. Employees of Pace Communications, Inc., Southwest Airlines, participating travel partners, all contest sponsors and their immediate families are not 
eligible. The winner will be selected in a random drawing by Pace Communications, 1301 Carolina Street, Greensboro, NC 27401, on or about July 15, 
2012. Only one entry per person is allowed. Odds of winning are dependent upon number of entries received. For a list of winners, send self-addressed, 
stamped #10 envelope to SPIRIT OF CALIFORNIA SOUTHWEST AIRLINES SPIRIT SWEEPS/May-Chumash, Pace Communications, 1301 Carolina Street, 
Greensboro, NC 27401. The winner will be notifi ed (by email, telephone). The winner is requested to sign off that the winner agrees with the rules of 
the contest. If the winner does not agree with the rules of the contest, or does not meet the requirements of eligibility to enter this contest, he/she will 
be excluded as a possible prize winner. Federal, state and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Value of this contest is $1,625. The winner will 
receive a 1099 IRS tax form. Void where prohibited by law, and all federal, state and local laws apply. Prizes are non-refundable, non-transferable, are not 
redeemable for cash, and may not be substituted. *Please note Chumash Casino Resort hotel/spa will be undergoing renovations September – Decem-
ber 2012. Hotel Corque will be available during this time. Round-trip airfare for two included. Selected blackout dates may apply.

SWEEPS
The Spirit of Winning!

Package for Two Includes:
Two-Night Stay at Chumash Casino Resort or Hotel Corque 

Dinner for Two at The Willows
AAA Four Diamond award-winning restaurant 

$100 in Slot Free Play
 Two tickets on Southwest Airlines*
Courtesy of Southwest Airlines Spirit magazine

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS  the plastic 
utopia that is LEGOLAND, featuring 
more than 60 rides, shows and attrac-
tions on 128 acres just 30 minutes north 
of downtown San Diego. The park, 
which is geared toward families with 
children ages 2 to 12, features themed 
areas ranging from swashbuckling 
pirates to towering dinosaurs and uses 
more than 22,000 LEGO models made 
out of more than 57 million bricks. 
The size and scope will only increase 
in 2012, with additions planned for 
the popular Star Wars Miniland as well 

as an all-new Pirate Reef, billed as a 
water-filled battle on the high seas. You 
can also get off of dry land with LEGO-
LAND Water Park and its 45-foot-tall 
tower, two sandy beach wading areas 
and more than 20 LEGO models, some 
of whom splash or spray water on guests. 

San Diego, but the Loews Coronado 
Bay Resort boasts direct access to Silver 
Strand State Beach, along with bicycle, 
rollerblade, waverunner and paddle-
boat rentals.

VISIT  Consistently ranked as one of the 
United States’ best climates, there’s really 
no bad time to visit San Diego, but May 
and June in particular are packed with 
fun summertime events like the Rock 

’n‘ Roll Marathon and Half Marathon 
Series, held this year on June 3.

With so much to see and do in Cali-
fornia, the vast state will undoubtedly 
continue to inspire songwriters hazily 
dreaming of its warm, welcoming 
beaches and sun-drenched shores. In 
fact, as the unofficial state song suggests, 
open up that golden gate California – 
we’re on our way.

Known for its idyllic climate, 70 miles 
of dazzling beaches and popular family 
attractions like the San Diego Zoo, 
California’s second-largest city is the 
southernmost stop on our tour of the 
Golden State.  The pristine Pacific 
Ocean coastline supports year-round 
outdoor recreation like surfing, sailing, 
boating and boarding, and the region’s 
6,400 eating establishments, 92 golf 
courses and myriad array of beachfront 
resorts and spas offer a coastal paradise 
befitting of what has been called “Amer-
ica’s Finest City.”

Take Time to Exhale

Visit DiscoverClaremont.com or phone (909) 624-1681

Claremont is the hidden gem of L.A. County. Walkable village, unique boutiques & galleries, 
inviting guest rooms, relaxing spas, savory dining, lively pubs, world-class colleges.

From the “campus style” 1.6 million square-

foot Anaheim Convention Center, to any 

of the unique meeting venues throughout 

Orange County, your options are limitless. 

The weather is perfect and you’ll find plenty 

of things to see and do:  legendary beaches, 

shopping and entertainment, trendy 

restaurants and nightlife, championship golf 

and the ultimate family attractions.

Business 
or Pleasure?

For Business

For Pleasure

For discounts  
and coupons, visit:

anaheimoc.org/Spiritmag  
or call 714-765-8888

Miniland USA at LEGOLAND.

San Diego County Fair at night. 
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FIND SOMETHING NEW  at the San 
Diego County Fair, the largest annual 
event in San Diego County and the 
sixth largest fair in the United States. 
This year’s edition, scheduled for June 
8 to July 4 at the Del Mar Fairgrounds, 
features an “Out Of This World” theme 
focusing on the exploration of the 
stars, planets and beyond. More than 
a hundred food vendors are joined by 
exhilarating thrill rides, a flower and 
garden show, educational exhibits and 
an entertainment lineup that includes 
Weird Al Yankovic, Switchfoot, Kenny 
Loggins and KC and the Sunshine 
Band. The San Diego Fair is also a place 
for your competitive spirit to emerge, 
with contests ranging from the light-
hearted (pie eating and bubble gum 
blowing) to performance-based (singer-
songwriters, DJs, dancers and more). 

ACT LIKE A LOCAL  when you check 
out San Diego’s thriving microbrewery 
scene, with almost 40 breweries inside 
county lines. You can book a guided 
tour or create one yourself from the San 
Diego Brewer’s Guild website and expe-
rience award-winning craft breweries 
like Stone and Lost Abbey, which offers 
tours of the barrel room.

REST YOUR HEAD  as close to the 
beautiful beaches as possible. There’s 
no shortage of oceanfront property in PH
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